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Martsb nena y Konbioenu cBoero pedeHKa; Kak OHa ropeBaja, Kak 00sach, 4to oH ympet! JInuuko ero
COBCEM IOOJIETHEIO, T1a3KK OBbLIM 3aKPBITHI, IBIIIAI OH TaK CJ1a0o0, a 10 BpEMEeHaM TSIKEJIO-TSIKEIO
NEepeBOUI JyX, TOUHO B3/bIXAIL...

U cepanie MaTtepu cKUMAoch erie OoJbHee MPH B3IJIsAE Ha MAJIEHbKOTO CTPAIAIbIIA.

Bapyr B 1Bepb noctyyainu, u BoIea OeAHbIN CTAPUK, 3aKyTAHHBII BO YTO-TO BPO/IE JIOIIAAMHON MOTOHBI,
— TIOTIOHA BeJIb TPEET, a eMy TOTO M HaJ0 OBUIO: CTOsIIa XOJIO/IHASI 3MMa, Ha ABOPE BCe OBLIIO MOKPHITO
CHETOM M JIbJIOM, a BeTep TaK U pe3al JULO.

Bups, 4to crapuk pOKHT OT XOJI0AA, & TUTS 33ipeMalo Ha MUHYTY, MaTh OTOIILIAa OT KOJIBIOENH, YTOOBI
HAJIUTH [T TOCTSI B KPYXKKY MKBA M MIOCTaBUTb €ro NMorpeThes B rnevky. CTapuk ke B 3TO BpeMsi MOJCeN K
KOJIBIOEJTN M CTaJl IOKAuYMBaTh peOeHKa. Math OImycTuiach Ha CTyJI psOM, B3IJISTHYJIa Ha OOJIBHOTO
peOeHKa, IpUCITyIIANach K €ro TSKeJOMY JbIXaHHIO U B3sUIa €ro 32 PYUKy.

— Benpb g He JMIIyCh ero, He paBja Jin? — cKa3aja oHa. — ['0cno/ib He OTHUMET ero y MeHs!

Crapuk — 3710 ObLTa caMa CMepTh — KaK-TO CTPAHHO KMBHYJI FOJIOBOIO; KMBOK STOT MOT O3HA4aTh U Ja U
HeT. MaTb OIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY, U CJI€3bl OTEKJIM 1O ee 1mekaM... CKopo rojosa ee oTskenena, — OeJHast He
CMBIKaJIa IJ1a3 BOT YK€ TPU JAHA U TpH HOUM... OHa 3a0bUIaCh CHOM, HO BCETO JIMIIb HA MUHYTY; TYT OHa
OINATh BCTPENEHYJIach U 3apokaja OT X0JI0Aa.

— Yro 3T0!? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, O3UPAsICh BOKPYT: CTAPUK HUCYE3, & C HUM U JUTSI; CTAPUK YHEC ero.

B yriy riyxo mmnenu crapsle yachl; Tspkellasi, CBUHIIOBas TUPs AOIIa 10 1oy... bym! U yacet
OCTaHOBUJIHCh.

bBennast MaTh BbIOEkata U3 JOMa M CTajla FPOMKO 3BaTh CBOETO peOeHKa. .

Ha cHery cuzena keHIMHA B JUIMHHOM YepHOM OZIESIHUH, OHA CKa3ala MaTepH:

— CmepThb noceTni1a TBOM JOM, U 51 BUJIeNa, KaK OHa CKPbUIACh C TBOUM MaOTKOM. OHa HOCUTCS
ObICTpee BeTpa M HUKOI'Ja He BO3BpAIlaeT, UYTo pa3 B3sia!

— Ckaxu MHe TOJIbKO, KaKOI JOpOroi oHa nouuia! — ckaszajia MaTb. — TOJIBKO YKaXU MHE Iy Tb, U 5
Hauy ee!

— 41 3Ha10, Ky/1a OHa IolLIa, HO HE CKaXY, IIOKa Thl HE CIIOEIIb MHE BCEX IECEHOK, KOTOpbIE IIeBajIa
CBOEMY MaJIIOTKe! — cKa3aJia XKeHIMHA B yepHOM. — f1 oueHsb yiodmo ux. 51 yxe cipliana ux He pas, —
g Begb Houb 1 Buena, Kak Thl IJ1aKaJla, HareBas ux!..

— 41 croto Tebe ux Bee, Bce! — oTBeyana Math. — Ho He 3aepkuBaii MeHsl Ternepb, MHE HaJJ0 IOTHATh
CwmepTb, HaliTh Moero pedeHka!

Houb mMosvaa, 1 MaTh, JIoMasi pyKU U 3aJIMBasiCh cje3aMH, 3arena. MHoro Obulo CIeTo neceH — ellie
6oubiie iposnTo ciie3. Y Bor Hous mpomosBuia:

— Crynaii HarpaBo, NPSIMO B TEMHBIA COCHOBBIN OOp; Tya Hanpasuiack CMepTh C TBOUM peOeHKOM !
Hoiins no mepekpecTka B riryouHe 6opa, MaTh ocTaHoBIIach. Kyna naru terneps? ¥V camoro nepekpectka
CTOSLJI TOJIBIA TEPHOBBIN KYCT, O6€3 JIMCTheB, Oe3 IIBETOB; OblIa BeAb XOJOHAsI 3MMa, U OH IOYTH BECh
00JIeIeHEN.

— He npoxoguna m1 TyT CMepTh ¢ MOUM peOeHKOM ?

— IIpoxoauna! — cka3an TepHOBHIM KycT. — Ho 51 He ckaky, Ky/ia OHa IolIa, OKa Thl HE OTOrpeellib
MEHsI Ha CBOe! Ipy/H, Y CBOEro cepiua. Sl Mep3Hy U CKOpo Bech 00JIeJeHeI0.

U onHa Kpenko nprkaja ero K cBoeit rpyau. OCcTpble IIMIbI ITyOOKO BOH3WJIMCH € B TEJIO, M Ha TPYIH ee
BBICTYITMJIM KPYITHBIE KAIlJIM KPOBH... 3aTO TEPHOBBII KYCT 3a3€JIeHeJ U BECh IOKPBUICS IIBETAMH,
HECMOTPSI Ha XOJIO[] 3MMHEH HOUM, — TaK TEeIvIo y cepaa ckopOsmeit Marepu! W TepHOBBIHA KyCT yKazan
eyt jopory.

Omna npuBenia MaTh K OOJIBIIIOMY O3€pY; HUT/le He ObIJIO BUAHO HU Kopaoduist, HU Joaku. O3epo ObuIo
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CJIerKa 3aTSHYTO JIbJJOM; JieJ] 9TOT He BbIIepKall Obl €€ U B TO e BPeMsl OH He MO3BOJISUT i IyCTUThCS
gepe3 03epo BOPO; 1a U IIyOoKo Obuto! A eif Bce-Taku HaJlo ObUIO MEpenpaBUTHCS Yepe3 Hero, ecii OHa
XOTeJia HalTH cBoero pedeHka. M BOT MaTh MPUHMKIIA K 03€pY, UTOOBI BBHIIUTH €ro BCE 10 JHA; 9TO
HEBO3MOKHO J/IJIs1 YeJIOBeKa, HO HecYacTHasi MaTh BepuJja B Uy/10.

— Her, u3 atoro Tosky He Oyner! — ckazano o3epo. — JlaBaii-ka siyunie cropopumcs! S codupaio
’KEMUYKHMHBI, & TAKMX SICHBIX U YMCTHIX, KaK TBOM IJ1a3a, 1 ellle U He BUAbIBao. Eciu Thl corilacHa
BBITUIAKATh UX B MEHs, 51 IIepeHecy Tedst Ha ToT Oeper, K OosibInoi Terumie, rae CMepTh pacTUT CBOM
LBETHI U AEPEBbSI: KAXKJI0€ pacTeHre — YeJloBeuecKast KHU3Hb!

— O, 4Jero s He OTJIaM, YTOOBI TOJILKO HAWTH MOero peOeHKa! — cka3zasia Tiavyinasi MaTh, 3aJTUIACh
CclIe3aMH ellle CUJIbHee, M BOT IJ1a3a ee yIaJi Ha JAHO 03epa U IPEeBPaTU/IKCh B JIBE APArolieHHbIE
xeMuyxkuHbl. O3epo ke MOAXBATIIIO MaTh, M OHA OJIHUM B3MaxoM, KaK Ha KaueJsix, epeHeciach Ha
Apyroii 6eper, Tae CTOsT OTPOMHBIN TUKOBUHHBIN I0M. W He pa3oOpath OO — ropa Ji 310, 00pocIasi
KYCTapHUKOM U BCSI U3pbITas Meliepamu, Wid 31aHue; OeqHas MaTh, BIPOYEM, M BOBCE He BUjesIa ero, —
OHa BeJIb BbIIUIaKaJla CBOM IJ1a3a.

— I'nme xe mue HaiiTu CMepTh, MOXUTHBIIYIO MOETo pedeHKa? — MPOroBOpHIIA OHA.

— OHa elle He BO3Bpallaiach! — oTBevasa crapasi cafjloBHUIIA, TpUCMaTpuBaBIias 3a rervmueil Cmepru.
— Ho kax TbI HamIa crojia Iopory, KTo momor tede?

— T'ocmonp Bor! — orBevana mats. — OH cKaIWICAI HaJlo MHOIO, CKanbed ke U Tol! Ckaxu, roe MHe
UCKaTh MOEro peOeHKa?

— Jla s Beab He 3Halo ero! — ckazaja xkeHuHa. — A Tol ciieniasi! CeroHsi B HOYb 3aBs1JI0 MHOTO IIBETOB
u JiepeBbeB, 1 CMepTh CKOPO MIPUJET TiepecakuBaTh uX. Thl Be[ib 3HACIIIb, YTO Y KaXKJOTO YeJIOBeKa eCTh
CBOE JEePEBO KU3HU UM CBOM IIBETOK, CMOTPSI IO TOMY, KakoB OH cam. C BHJly OHU COBCEM
OOBIKHOBEHHBIC PACTEHHMSI, HO B KaXI0M ObeTcs cepjlle. [leTcKkoe cepeuko Toxke ObeTcst; 000UIH e Bce
pacTeHusi — MOXKET ObITh, Thl U y3HACIlIb CEP/IE CBOEro peOeHKa. A Ternepsh, YTO K Thl MHE Jalllb, €CJIU 5
CKaxy TeOe, Kak MoCTynaTh Aajblie?

— MHe Heuero iaTh TeOe! — OTBeuasia HecuactHast MaTh. — Ho s roToBa moiTy Juist Tebst Ha Kpai
cera!

— Hy, Tam MHe Heuero uckarth! — cka3ajia keHIIMHA. — A Thl BOT OT/Jaii-Ka MHE CBOM JIJTMHHbIE YepHbIE
BOJIOCHL. ThI cama 3Haellb, Kak OHU XOPOIIIH, a s JII0OJII0 XopoIre BoJockl. 1 1am Tebe B 00MeH cBou
cellple; TO BCe XKe JIydllle, YeM HUYero!

— Tonpko-T0? — cKasasia Math. — Jla s ¢ paJoCThIO OT/IaM TeOe CBOM BOJIOCH!!

U oHa oTaana crapyxe CBOU IpeKpacHbIe, YepPHbIE BOJIOCHI, IOJyYHB B OOMEH Ce/Iple.

[Torom oHa Boria B orpoMHuyio Terumity CMepTu, Tae pociv BIiepeMexXKY IIBETH U IEPEBbS; 3[eCh I[BEIN
IO/ CTEKJISTHHBIMU KOJITTAKAMH HEKHbIE THALIMHTBI, TAM POCJIU OOJIBIIKE, MBIIIHBIE TMOHBI, TYT —
BOJISIHbIE PACTEHMS, O/THU CBEKHE U 3[J0POBbIC, IPYrre — MOTy3avyaxiime, OOBUThIE BOJSHBIMU 3MESIMH,
CTUCHYTBIE KJICIITHSMHU YEPHBIX PaKOB. BbUTH 3/1eCh M BEJIMKOJICTHbIEC TAJIbMBI, ¥ AyOBI, U TIATAHbL; POCITH
Y MIeTPYIIKA U AYIIUCTHIA TMUH. Y KaXAOTo JIepeBa, Y KakI0ro IBeTKa ObLJIO CBOE MMSI; KaX bl IIBETOK,
KaXkJ10€ JIEpeBIO ObLIO YeJIOBEUECKOIO JKU3HBIO, 2 CAMHU-TO JIIO/IM OBUIM pa30pOCaHbl IO BCEMY CBETY: KTO
xun B Kurae, kto B ['pennanauu, k1o rae. [lonaganuck TyT 1 60JbIINe AepEeBbsl, pOCIINE B MATEHbKUX
TOpIIKax; UM OBbLJIO CTPAIITHO TECHO, ¥ TOPIIKK YyTh-4yTh HE JIOTIAJIMCh; 3aTO ObLIIO MHOTO M MaJICHBKHX,
KAJIKUX [IBETOYKOB, POCIIMX B YePHO3EeMe U 0OJIOKEHHBIX MXOM, 32 HUIMH, KaK BUIHO, 3a00TJIMBO
yXaKUBaH, Jiesesuid ux. HecuactHasi MaTh HaKJIOHSIACh KO BCAKOMY, JIa)Ke CAMOMY MaJIeHbKOMY,
[[BETOUKY, TIPUCITYIIUBASCH K OUEHUIO ero cepeyKa, U Cpeid MILIMOHOB y3HaJIa cep/ille cBoero pebeHka!
— Bot oH! — ckazana oHa, MpoTATUBAs PYKY K MAJICHbKOMY TroJTyOOMYy KPOKYCY, KOTOPBIN IeYaIbHO
CBECHJI TOJIOBKY.

— He Tporaii uBetka! — ckazana crapyxa. — Ho cranb Bo3ie Hero u, korja CMepTh NpuaeT — 1 KIy ee
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C MUHYTHI HA MUHYTY, — He JIaBaii il BHICAJUTh €r0, PUTPO3U BHIPBATh KaKHe-HUOYAb APYTHe 1IBETHI.
DTOro OHa UCIyraeTcss — OHa Be/lb OTBEYAeT 3a HUX Mnepeja borom; HU OJJMH IBETOK HE AOJKEH ObITh
BBIPBaH O€3 ero BOJIM.

Bapyr naxHyJio JeeHsImmM X0JI0/I0M, U clienasi MaTh J10rajaanack, 4to spuiiach CMepTb.

— Kaxk 181 Hamta croga gopory? — crpocuiia Cmepts. — Kak Tbl Moru1a onepeauts MeHs?

— ¢ maTh! — oTBeuvasa Ta.

N CmepTthb nipoTsiHYIIa OBLUIO CBOIO JITTMHHYIO PYKY K MaJIEHbKOMY HEKHOMY IIBETOUKY, HO MaTh OBICTPO
MPUKPBLIA €r0 PYKaMH, CTapasich He MOMSATh ITPU STOM HU eAUHOrO Jenectka. Toraa CMepTh JOXHYJIA HA
ee pyku; apixanue CmepTH ObUIO XOJIOJJHEe CEBEPHOTrO BETpa, M PYKH MaTepy OECCUIBHO OMYCTHUIIHCh.

— He Ttebe Tsratbcst co MHOI0O! — npomosiBriia CMepTh.

— Ho Bor cunbHee Te0s1! — cka3ayia Math.

— 41 Beab TOJIBKO UCHOJHSI0 ero Boo! — orBeyana Cmeptb. — 1 ero cajoBHUK, Oepy ero 1BeThbl U
AEPEBbS U NEPECAKUBAI0 X B BEJIMKUN PACKUN Call, B HEBEJOMYIO CTPaHy, HO KaK OHM TaM pacTyT, 4ToO
IeaeTcsi B TOM cagy — 00 3TOM 51 He CMelo cKasath Tebe!

— Ortpaii MHe Moero pedeHka! — B3MOJIIIIACh MaTh, 3aJIMBAsICh CJI€3aMH, a IOTOM BJIPYT 3aXBaTHJIa
PYKaMU /IBa BEJIMKOJIEITHBIX 1IBETKA U 3aKpuyana:

— 51 noBbBIPBY BCE TBOM LIBETHI, 51 B OTUYASTHUM !

— He tporait ux! — cka3zasna Cmeptb. — Tl rOBOpHILIB, YTO Tl HECYACTHA, a CAMa XOYEeIllb C/AEJIaTh
HECYaCTHOIO JIPYTYIO MaTh!..

— Jpyryto mats! — moBTOpUIIa OeIHAS KEHIIUHA U ceifuac e BBITYCTIIA U3 PYK IBETHI.

— Bor Te6e TBoM rnaza! — ckazana CmepTh. — 1 BBIJIOBUIIA UX U3 03€pa — OHU TaK SIPKO OecTesin
Tam; HO 51 M He 3HaJa, YTO 3TO TBOU. BO3bMU UX — OHU CTaJIM sICHEe MPEKHEr0 — U B3IJISTHU BOT CIOJIa, B
9TOT rIyOOKuUi Kojiofen! §l Ha30By MIMeHa TeX IIBETKOB, UTO Thl XOTEJIa BHIPBATh, M Thl YBUIMIIH BCE UX
Oyny1ee, BCIO UX 3eMHYIO JKU3Hb. [I0CMOTpH ke, UTO ThI XOTeJIa YHUUTOXKHUTH!

W math B3rIsIHY/a B KOJIO/EI: OTPaIHO ObLIO BUAETh, KAKUM OJlarofiessHueM Oblia JJsi MAPa KU3Hb
OJTHOTO, CKOJIbKO CYACThsI ¥ PaJIOCTH JIAPUJI OH OKpysKalomM! B3risHyna oHa U Ha KU3Hb IPyroro — u
yBUJEJIA TOPE, HYkK1y, OT4asiHue u 6ecTBus !

— O6e momi — Boxbs Bosisi! — ckazana CMepTh.

— Kotopblil ke U3 AByX — IIBETOK HECUACTbsI U KOTOPBI — CYACThsI? — CIIPOCUIA MaTh.

— Droro g He ckaxky! — orBevana Cmepth. — Ho 3Hai, 4TO B cyap0€ OTHOTO U3 HUX ThI BUIIENIA CYIb0Y
CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO pedeHKa, Bce ero oOyayiee!

VY marepu BbIpBajcs KpPUK ykKaca.

— Kakas xe cyapOa oxuaana moero pederka? Ckaxu mue! Cnacu HeprHHOTO! Criacu Moe IWTSI OT BCeX
atux Oeactuii! Jlyuie Bo3bMu ero! YHecu ero B napctBo 0oxbe! 3a0yab MOU ciie3bl, MOM MOJILOBI, BCE,
YTO sl TOBOpWJIA U jeJiana!

— 41 He noiimy Teds1! — ckazana Cmepth. — XO04YelTb Thl, YTOOHI 5 OTHaIa TeOe TBOE AUTS WITH YTOOBI
YHecJIa ero B HEBEJJOMYIO CTpaHy?

Martp 3a0MuJIa PyKH, yiajia Ha KOJIEHU U B3MOJIMJIACh TBOPILY:

— He BHemun MHe, Korja s mpoIy o 4eM-11u00, HECOTJIACHOM ¢ TBOelo Beebiaromo Bojieit! He BHeMIn
mHe! He BHemu mue!

M oHa noHuKJa rojoBok...

A CmepTb NOHec1a ee peOeHKA B HEBEJIOMYIO CTPaHy.
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